
 

 
 

  
Community Development Department 
1555 South 800 West Woods Cross, Utah 84087 

Phone: 801-292-4421 Fax: 801-292-2225 

Woods Cross City Building Division 
Hours: 7:30 – 5:30 Monday – Thursday, 7:30 – 11:30 Friday 
Phone: 801-292-4421 Email: permits@woodscross.com 
 

RESIDENTIAL DECK PERMITS 
 
WHEN A PERMIT IS NOT NEEDED 
No permit is required if your deck is: 

• 30” or less in height measured from the walking surface of the deck to the lowest grade level around 
the perimeter of the deck at 36” away from any edge of the deck; and 

• You are not adding a new roof structure.  
However, you must meet zoning setbacks (see Minimum Lot Standards below) and required clearances must 
be maintained over bedroom or escape (egress) windows (see Deck Emergency Escape diagram). 
 
WHEN A PERMIT IS REQUIRED 
A permit is required if: 

• The deck will be more than 30” above ground measured from the walking surface of the deck to the 
lowest grade level around the perimeter of the deck at 36” away from any edge of the deck; and/or 

• The deck will be attached to the house. 

• The deck will be covered with a new roof structure (regardless of deck height). 
 

Please note that dumpsters and construction materials must not create an obstruction to the public. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR SUBMITTING A PERMIT APPICATION FOR A DECK 
 
Your application must include the following documents: 
 

1. Permit Application 
 

2. Site plan showing where the house sits on the property and where the deck will be placed (see sample 
Site Plan). Include setback measurements. If you have questions about setbacks or easements, please 
contact the building division at 801-292-4421 x 2002 or permits@woodscross.com. 
 

3. Construction plans (see sample Deck Side View and Deck Framing diagrams) including:  
a. Roof information if applicable. 
b. Footing information (if the deck is attached to the house [most are attached], the footing depth 

for the posts must be 30” deep minimum). 
c. Stair detail drawings (see sample Stair Detail diagram). 
d. Make sure minimum clearance is maintained over bedroom or escape (egress) windows (see 

Deck Emergency Escape and Emergency Escape Window diagrams). 
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Permit fees are not charged until all plan reviews are completed and approved. The permit fee will 
depend on the square footage of the deck. Permit fees pay for reviews in the office as well as all 
inspections which will need to be done at the property. 

Submit application and drawings through the Woods Cross City Inspect Portal. You will find a link 
to the portal on the Woods Cross Building Services page. https://www.woodscross.com/building. 

Plan review will take approximately 7-14 working days from the date a complete application is 
submitted to the city.  When the permit is approved and ready to issue you will be notified 
 
12-6-104 Minimum Lot Standards – Setbacks 
All lots shall be developed and all structures and uses shall be placed in accordance with 
the following minimum standards and setbacks: 
 

(A)  Lot Size: 8,000 square feet. 
(B)  Lot Frontage: 70 feet. 
(C)  Front Yard: 25 feet. 
(D)  Rear Yard: 25 feet. 
(E)  Side Yard: 8 feet one side and total of 18 feet for both sides; applies 

to main buildings only. 
(F)  Side Yard Corner: 20 feet for all buildings on the side adjacent to the street. 
(G)  Accessory Building: Accessory Buildings shall be located at least 3 feet 

behind the rear line of the main building, at least 1 foot 
from all property lines, and at least 15 feet from 
dwellings on adjacent lots. Accessory buildings shall not 
be built over utility easements. In no case may 
accessory buildings or structures cover more than thirty 
percent (30%) of the rear yard. 
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           CHECK LIST   

1. Show dimensions of the property. 

2. Put address of home on the street the 
house faces. 

3. Show names of bordering streets, if on 
a corner. 

4. Show location and dimensions of all 
existing and proposed buildings, 
structures and parking areas. 

5. Identify the use of all existing and 
proposed structures including the 
number of stories. 

6. Show distance between buildings 
(minimum 6’), and distances from 
buildings and structures to property 
lines (minimum 3’). 

7. Show any rock/masonry walls using 
small circles. All walls must be built 
inside of your property lines. (No 
alteration to the land of any kind can 
obstruct or alter the path of flow of any 
drainage easement used in the design of the 
subdivision to drain your lot and 
neighboring lots.) Any change in drainage 
design must have an alternate method of 
maintaining the flow approved by the City 
prior to changes being made.) 

8. Show height, length and type of any 
rock or masonry wall(s) including 
distance between tiers, if any. 

9. Include north arrow. 

10. Show and identify easements. 

11. Show all architectural projections 
including stairs, balconies, porch 
covers, decks, etc. 

12. Show drainage plan using arrows. 

13. If a structure is closer than 5 feet to the 
property line, then fire-resistive 
construction is required.  Show a 
notation on the site plan and details on 
the construction drawings. 

14. If structure or rock/masonry wall exists 
or will be within surcharge area of 
another wall (even on neighboring 
property), show this on plan. 
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TYPICAL SITE PLAN 
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TYPICAL DECK SIDE VIEW DIAGRAM 

This is a sample diagram and is for informational purposes only.  It may not 

accurately represent or reflect all currently approved or required code items. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

TYPICAL DECK FRAMING PLAN

This is a sample diagram and is for informational purposes only.  It may not 
accurately represent or reflect all currently approved or required code items.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Deck or Porch 
 
 
 
 
 
       36” min. 
    Grade                    To yard or court     Emergency 
           Escape 
           Window 
 
 
 
 
 
       Window well with 
       ladder if required 
 
Emergency Escape Windows under Decks and Porches:  Emergency escape windows are 
allowed to be installed under decks and porches, provided the location of the deck allows the 
emergency escape window to be fully opened and provides a path not less than 36 inches in 
height directly to a yard or court. (R310.5) 
 

DECK EMERGENCY ESCAPE REQUIREMENTS



 

 

 
 
 
 Net clear window dimensions when fully opened must  

 comply with all Code requirements in the box below 

 House with a               Window (aerial view) 
 Cantilever over an       
   Escape (Egress) Window 
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1. All window wells shall have a minimum distance of 36” from window pane to 

back of well, and minimum area of 9 sq. ft. (R310.2  Window Wells. The minimum 

horizontal area of the window well shall be 9 square feet, with a minimum 

horizontal projection and width of 36 inches.) 

2. All window wells with a vertical depth of more than 44” shall be equipped with 

an approved, permanently affixed ladder or stair with a width of at least 12 inches, 

at least 3 inches (max. 6 inches) from the wall and shall be spaced not more than 

18 inches on center vertically for the full height of the well (R310.2.1). 

3. Any grates or domes on window wells require an approved release mechanism. 

4. Any house with a cantilever over an emergency escape (egress) window must have 

a clearance from the cantilever to the top edge of the window well of 36” 

minimum. 

EMERGENCY ESCAPE (EGRESS) WINDOW WITH WINDOW WELL 

Permanently 

affixed ladder or 

stair (see item 2 
below) 

R310.1.1  Minimum 

opening area.   All 

emergency escape 

and rescue openings 

shall have a mini-

mum net clear open-

ing of 5.7 square feet. 

 

R310.1.2  Minimum 

opening height.  The 

minimum net clear 

opening height shall 

be 24 inches. 

 

R310.1.3  Minimum 

opening width.  The 

minimum net clear 

opening width shall 

be 20 inches. 

 

R310.1.4  Operation-

al constraints. Emer-

gency escape and 

rescue openings shall 

be operation from the 

inside of the room 

without the use of 

keys, tools or special 

knowledge. 

 

Minimum 36” 
 

(9 sq. ft. area min.) 



 

 

 
 

 

TYPICAL STAIR DETAIL DIAGRAM 

This is a sample diagram and is for informational purposes only.  It may not 

accurately represent or reflect all currently approved or required code items. 

The greatest riser height within any 

flight of stairs shall not exceed the 

smallest by more than 3/8 inch. 
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